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CLAIMS 

(|1^> K A method of enabling a first user to obtain, using a business card of a second user, 
authority to transmit electronic mail to the second user, the business card including 
5 coded oata indicative of the identity of the business card and of at least one reference 
point of tn& business card, the method including the steps of 

receiving, in a computer system, indicating data from a sensing device 
regarding the identity of the business card and a position of the sensing device relative to 
the business card, the sensing device, when placed in an operative position relative to the 
1 0 business card, sensing thevindicating data using at least some of the coded data; 

identifying, in the computer system and from the indicating data a request to 
authorise the transmission of elefertronic mail from the first to the second user; and 

recording, in the computfer system, an authority allowing the first user to 
transmit electronic mail to the second user. 
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2. The method of claim 1 in which saidVequest to authorise the transmission of 
electronic mail from the first to the second user fs associated with at least one zone of the 
business card and in which the method includes identifying, in the computer system and 
from the zone relative to which the sensing device is located, said request. 

3. The method of claim 2 which includes 



receiving, in the computer system, data regarding movement of the sensing 
device relative to the business card, the sensing device sensing its n\ovement relative to 
the business card using at least some of the coded data; and 

25 identifying, in the computer system and from said movement ^being at least 

partially within said at least one zone, the request to authorise the transmission of 
electronic mail from the first to the second user. 



NPA025US 



m 

5 . * 

z zzt 

Li * 

•se- 
ll- i 



89 



4. A^ethod of enabling a first user to obtain, using a business card of a second user, 
authority > tei transmit electronic mail to the second user, the business card including 
coded data indicative of a request to authorise the transmission of electronic mail from 
the first user to the^secbqcl user, the method including the steps of 

\X 

receiving, in a compter system, data from a sensing device operated by the first 
user regarding the request and\e^a^ding movement of the sensing device relative to the 
business card, the sensing device^whehsinoved relative to the business card, sensing the 
data regarding the request and generating the data regarding its own movement relative 
to the business card using at least some of the coded data; 

10 interpreting in the computer system, saio^movement of the sensing device as 

designating the request; and 

recording, in the computer system, an authoHjy allowing the first user to 
transmit electronic mail to the second user. 



1 5 5N& method of enabling a first user to obtain, using a business card of a second user, 
authomj^to transmit electronic mail to the second user, the business card including 
coded data ih<ttcative of a request to authorise the transmission of electronic mail from 
the first user to tnfessecond user, the method including the steps of 

receiving, in a\pmputer system, from a sensing device operated by the first 
20 user, indicating data regarding the request, the sensing device, when placed in an 
operative position relative to the D^iness card, sensing the indicating data using at least 
some of the coded data; 

interpreting in the computer syft^k^fhe indicating data as designating the 
request; and 

25 recording, in the computer system, an authch^ allowing the first user to 

transmit electronic mail to the second user. 



6. A method of enabling a first user to obtain, using a business card of a\second user, 
authority to transmit electronic mail to the second user, the business card including 
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pded data indicative of a request to authorise the transmission of electronic mail from 
the^first user to the second user, the method including the steps of 

j, in a computer system, data from a sensing device regarding the 
identity of the ftr^t user and regarding the request, the sensing device containing data 
regarding the identity cJfsthe first user and sensing the data regarding the request using at 
least some of the coded < 

interpreting, in the computer system from the data regarding the identity of the 
first user and the data regarding the revest, the request to authorise the transmission of 
electronic mail from the first user to the seqoq/l user; and 



10 recording, in the computer system, 

transmit electronic mail to the second user. 



anSauthority allowing the first user to 



7. The method of claim 6 which includes receiving, in the completer system, data from 
the sensing device regarding movement of the sensing device relafr\e to the business 
15 card, the sensing device generating data regarding its own movement relative to the 
business card. 
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le method of any one of claims 1, 4, 5 or 6 wherein the recording of said authority is 
effect^isby recording the identity of the first user in a list of authorised users. 

9. The method of clairrNJ wherein any electronic mail sent to the second user is rejected 
unless the sender of the electronic mail is recorded in the list of authorised users. 



" ;7^* ^ e met h°d °f one °f claims 1 , 4>$or 6 wherein the request to authorise the 
25 transmission of electronic mail from the first usfer to the second user contained on the 
second user's business card becomes disabled after a predetermined period of time. 



J 1. The method of any one of claims 1, 4, 5 or 6 wherein the reqb^st to authorise the 
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ismission of electronic mail from the first user to the second user becomes disabled 
afterVpre-determined number of uses. 



12. The metho(rof claim 1 1 wherein the pre-determined number of uses is one. 
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f 13. The method of any o**£ ef claims 1, 4, 5 or 6 which includes printing the business* 
card on demand. 



14. The method of claim 13 which Includes printing the business card on a surface of a 
1 0 surface-defining means and, at the saih^ time that the business card is printed, printing 
the coded data on the surface. 



* 15. The method of any one of claims 1, 4, 5 or i 
invisible to the unaided human eye. 



which the coded data is substantially 



15 

16. The method of claim 1 or 6 which includes retaining a retrievable record of each 
business card generated, the business card being retrie\able using its identity as 
contained in its coded data. 

20 17. The method of claim 1 or 4 in which the sensing device contains an identification 
means which imparts a unique identity to the sensing device ana\ identifies it as 
belonging to a particular first user and in which the method includes monitoring, in the 
computer system, said identity. 



25 18. A system for enabling a first user to obtain, using a business card of a second user, 
authority to transmit electronic mail to the second user, the business card including 
coded data indicative of the identity of the business card and of at least one reference 
point of the business card, the system including 
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avcomputer system for receiving indicating data from a sensing device for 

identifying a request to authorise the transmission of electronic mail from the first user to 

1 \ 

the second user, the indicating data being indicative of the identity of the business card 
and a position of the^sensing device relative to the business card, the sensing device, 
5 when placed in an operative position relative to the business card, sensing the indicating 
data using at least some of the coded data, the computer system being configured to 
record, in the computer system, an authority allowing the first user to transmit electronic 
mail to the second user. \ 
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10 19. The system of claim 18 in whicfksaid request to authorise the transmission of 
electronic mail from the first user to the second user is associated with at least one zone 
of the business card. 



20. The system of claim 18 which includes thev sensing device, the sensing device 
1 5 sensing its movement relative to the business card using at least some of the coded data. 



21. A system for enabling a first user to obtain, using a business card of a second user, 
authority to transmit electronic mail to the second userAthe business card including 
coded data indicative of a request to authorise the transmission of electronic mail from 
20 the first user to the second user, the system including 

a computer system for receiving data from a sensing device operated by the first 
user, the data from the sensing device regarding the request and regarding movement of 
the sensing device relative to the business card, the sensing device when moved relative 
to the business card generating the data regarding its own movement relative to the 
25 business card, the sensing device also sensing the data regarding thevrequest using at 
least some of the coded data, the computer system being configured tb interpret said 
movement as designating the request, and being configured to record, in the computer 
system, an authority allowing the first user to transmit electronic mail to the second user. 



30 22. A system for enabling a first user to obtain, using a business card of a second user, 
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ithority to transmit electronic mail to the second user, the business card including 
codfcc^data indicative of a request to authorise the transmission of electronic mail from 
the first ufceiLto the second user, the system including 

a computer^jcstem for receiving indicating data from a sensing device operated 
by the first user, the indicating data^regarding the request, the sensing device when 
placed in an operative position r^tive to tnfe business card, sensing the indicating data 
using at least some of the coded data, /"the computer system being configured to interpret 
the indicating data as designating the reqiie^t, and being configured to record, in the 
computer system, an authority allowing the firstHiser to transmit electronic mail to the 
second user. 



^4 



system for enabling a first user to obtain, using a business card of a second user, 
authori^sto transmit electronic mail to the second user, the business card including 
coded data imitative of a request to authorise the transmission of electronic mail from 
1 5 the first user to thesfe^nd user, the system including 

a computer systei^tbr receiving data from a sensing device regarding the 
identity of the first user and regai'd^ng the^quest, the sensing device containing the data 
regarding the identity of the first user shjfi^J^nsing the data regarding the request using at 
least some of the coded data, the com^frterS^stem being configured to record, in the 
20 computer system, an authority allowing the first u^r to transmit electronic mail to the 
second user. 



24. The system of claim 23 which includes the sensing device, thes^ensing device 
oonoing ito movement relative - to-t h e b usines s-eafd. 

25 

55sj[he system of any one of claims 18, 21, 22 or 23 wherein the recording of said 
authority iseffeetgd by recording the identity of the first user in a list of authorised users. 




26. The system of claim 25 wherein anyfelectronic mail sent to the second user is 
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rej&fcted unless the sender of the electronic mail is recorded in the list of authorised users. 



^7. The system of any one of claims 18, 21, 22 or 23 wherein the computer system 
disables the.request to authorise the transmission of electronic mail from the first user to 
5 the second use^ after a pre-determined period of time. 
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28. The system of^ny one of claims 18, 21, 22 or 23 wherein the computer system 
disables the request toVuthorise the transmission of electronic mail from the first user to 
the second user after a pre-determined number of uses. 



29. The method of claim 28 wherein the pre-determined number of uses is one. 



* m 3D?vThe system of any one of claims 18, 21, 22 or 23. in which the sensing device 
includes a marking nib. 

15 

31. The system of any one of claims 18, 21 dk22 in which the sensing device contains an 
identification means which imparts a unique id^itity to the sensing device and identifies 
it as belonging to a particular first user. 

20 32. The system of any one of claims 18, 21, 22xOr 23 in which the business card is 
printed on a surface of a surface-defining means and in^which the system includes a 
printer for printing the business card on demand. 

33. The system of claim 32 in which the printer prints the coded data at the same time as 
25 printing the business card on the surface-defining means. 



34. The system of any one of claims 18, 21, 22 or 23 in which the coded data is 
substantially invisible to the unaided human eye: \ 
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